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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-44 are pending. Group I, claims 1-1 1 and 35-44 have been elected 
without traverse and claims 12-34 have been withdrawn in Response to the 
Election/Restriction and Request for Extension of Time filed 1/01/08. Claims 1-1 1 and 
35-44 will be examined on the merits. 

2. Claims 1 , 8, and 35 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1- 6, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
(US 5,080,364) Seidman. 

Claims 1 and 41 . Seidman discloses, A method of providing anonymous entry to a 
competition via a printed competition entry form that includes machine-readable coded 
data, the method including the steps, performed in a computer system, of: 
receiving interaction data representing interaction of a sensing device with the coded 
data, the interaction data enabling the competition entry to be electronically captured in 
the computer system (col. 2, lines 1-7); assigning a competition alias identifier (ID) to 
the competition entry (col. 2, lines 7-10); and transmitting the competition entry to a 
competition administrator with the competition alias ID, thereby enabling the anonymous 
entry to the competition (col. 2, line 45-col. 3, line 12 and col. 4, lines 10-38). 
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Seidman further discloses claim 41 as set forth above in claim 1 . 

Claim 2. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 1, wherein the form is disposed on a 

product label including human-readable information relating to the competition, and the 

coded data is indicative of at least an identity of the label, wherein the interaction data 

includes at least the identity of the label (col. 4, lines 39-61). 

Claim 3. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 2, wherein at least some of the 

coded data includes a label identifier (col. 3, lines 32-40). 

Claim 4. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 3, wherein the label identifier is a 
unique product item identifier col. 8, lines 40-43). 

Claim 5. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 4, wherein the unique product item 
identifier is an electronic product code (col. 8, lines 55-col. 9, line 18). 
Claim 6. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 5, wherein the coded data is 
substantially invisible to a human, (fig. 2). The bar-coded data is understood to be 
substantially invisible to a human because though a barcode may be recognizable as a 
series of the lines the data contained therein is not readily observable by a human. 
Claim 41 . Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, for providing; anonymous 
electronic redemption of a coupon printed as part of a product label, the product label 
including machine-readable coded data, the method including the steps, performed in a 
computer system, of: receiving interaction data representing interaction of a sensing 
device with the coded data, the coupon data of the coupon and a product identifier 
associated with the product label being electronically captured using the interaction 
data; and assigning a competition alias identifier ID to the coupon data (col. 2, lines 1- 



Application/Control Number: 10/815,630 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3696 

10; and transmitting the coupon data, the product identifier and the competition alias ID 
to a coupon administrator configured to redeem the coupon electronically (col. 2, line 
45-col. 3, line 12 and col. 4, lines 10-38). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-1 1 , 35-40, and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over (US 5,080,364) Seidman in view of (US 5,978,773) Hudetz et al, 
hereafter Hudetz. 

Claim 7. Seidman failed to disclose, The method of claim 1 , wherein the interaction 
data but is silent regarding includes digital ink, the digital ink having been generated by 
the sensing device in response to movement of the sensing device relative to the entry 
form, the method including the step of transmitting the digital ink to the competition 
administrator. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use digital ink being generated by a sensing device in 
response to movement of the sensing device relative to the entry form because this 
would represent the mere known reward system through conventional means that would 
yield expected and predictable results. 

Claim 8. Seidman discloses,The method of claim 1, wherein the interaction data 
includes a device identifier (ID) associated with the sensing device used to generate the 
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interaction data, and the step of assigning the competition alias ID is performed in 
reliance on at least the device ID (col. 5, lines 14-48). 

Claim 9. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 8, wherein the competition alias ID is 
selected or calculated so as to be unique to a combination of the device ID and a 
competition identity (col. 6, line 55-col. 7, line 26). 

Claim 10. Seidman discloses, The method of claim 1, wherein the competition alias ID 
is selected or calculated so as to be unique to a combination of the device ID and a 
manufacturer, producer or other entity associated with the product (col. 6, line 55-col. 7, 
line 26). 

Claim 1 1 . Seidman discloses, The method of claim 1 , wherein the competition alias ID 
is selected or calculated so as to be unique to a combination of the device ID and a 
competition entry (col. 8, lines 25-54). 

Claim 35. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, for providing entry to a 
competition via machine-readable coded data on an entry form on a printed label of a 
product, the method including the steps of: 

receiving, in a computer system, interaction data from a sensing device, the interaction 
data representing interaction of the sensing device with the coded data on the entry 
form, the competition entry being electronically captured in the computer system, by 
using the interaction data (col. 2, lines 1-7); and transmitting the competition entry to a 
competition administrator (col. 2, line 45-col. 3, line 12). 

Claim 36. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, using a product label for 
providing. entry to a competition, the product label comprising: 
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machine-readable coded data indicative of at least an identity of the label, said 
machine-readable coded data being readable by a sensing device as the sensing 
device is moved across the product label, thereby to produce interaction data for 
competition entry (col. 4, lines 39-61); human-readable information pertaining to the 
competition, the human-readable information being at least partially coincident with the 
machine-readable coded data, the human-readable information including at least one 
field element that has a corresponding zone defined in relation to it in a page description 
stored in a remote computer system (col. 8, lines 25-54). 

Claim 37. seidman discloses, method according to claim 1 , for anonymous entry to a 
competition, the competition being entered by interaction of a sensing device with a 
product label to generate interaction data indicative of at least an intention to enter the 
competition, the method including the steps, performed in a computer system, of: 
identifying a first telecommunication address of the entrant from either an identity of the 
sensing device received or determined in the computer system or the interaction data 
(Col. 6, lines 16-54); associating a temporary telecommunication address with the first 
telecommunication address (col. 7, lines 27-60) and sending the temporary 
telecommunication address and interaction data to a competition administrator (col. 7, 
line 61 -col. 8, line 24). Seidman failed to disclose, receiving, from the competition 
administrator, information from the competition administrator addressed to said 
temporary telecommunication address; and 

forwarding the information from the competition administrator to the first 
telecommunication address and sending the temporary telecommunication address. 
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Hudetz discloses, receiving, from the competition administrator, information from the 
competition administrator addressed to said temporary telecommunication address (col. 
7, lines 1-28); and forwarding the information from the competition administrator to the 
first telecommunication address (col. 10, lines 21-54). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
teachings of Hudetz in Seidman because such an incorporation would allow Seidman to 
have the address (URLs) of the Cyberspace sites of these locations assigned by the on- 
line service providers with navigation among these locations handled by proprietary 
client software, which runs on a user's personal computer. 

Claim 38. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, for competition entry by 
an entrant and limitation of subsequent communication between a competition 
administrator and the entrant via a sensing device interacting with machine-readable 
coded data on a printed competition entry form, the method comprising the steps, 
performed in a computer system, of: (a) receiving interaction data representing the 
interaction of the sensing device with the coded data, the competition entry being 
electronically captured in the computer system by using the interaction data (col. 7, lines 
27-60); and (b) transmitting the competition entry to the competition administrator (col. 
7, lines 54-60). Seidman failed to disclose, predetermined number of electronic 
messages from the competition administrator to the entrant. Hudetz discloses, , 
predetermined number of electronic messages from the competition administrator to the 
entrant (col. 11, line 61 -col. 12, line 21). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings 
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of Hudetz in Seidman because such an incorporation would allow Seidman to keep the 
entrant in the competition informed as to the submitted entry and whether it is a winning 
entry. 

Claim 39. Seidman failed to disclose, A method according to claim 1 , for limiting 
communication between an application and a user, via a sensing device interacting with 
machine-readable coded data printed on a surface, the method comprising the steps, 
performed in a computer system, of: (a) receiving interaction data representing the 
interaction of the sensing device with the coded data, the interaction data enabling 
identification of the application; (b) transmitting information based on at least some of 
the interaction data to the application; and (c) configuring the computer system to 
transmit up to a predetermined number of electronic messages from the application to 
the user. Hudetz discloses, A method according to claim 1 , for limiting communication 
between an application and a user, via a sensing device interacting with machine- 
readable coded data printed on a surface, the method comprising the steps, performed 
in a computer system, of: (a) receiving interaction data representing the interaction of 
the sensing device with the coded data, the interaction data enabling identification of the 
application (col. 1 1 , lines 1-20); (b) transmitting information based on at least some of 
the interaction data to the application (col. 21-39); and (c) configuring the computer 
system to transmit up to a predetermined number of electronic messages from the 
application to the user (col. 11, line 61 -col. 12, line 21). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
teachings of Hudetz in Seidman because such an incorporation would allow Seidman to 
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have the bar code indicia placed near human readable information since the bar code 
contains the remote server's numerical address in machine readable form. 
Claim 40. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, for instant win 
competition entry by an entrant via a printed competition entry form that includes 
machine-readable coded data that can be sensed by a sensing device configured to 
generate interaction data based on the sensed coded data, the method comprising the 
steps, performed in a computer system, of: receiving the interaction data representing 
interaction of the sensing device with the coded data, the competition entry being 
captured in the computer system by using the interaction data (col. 5, lines 26-48); 
transmitting the competition entry to a competition administrator that is configured to 
determine whether the competition entry is an instant win entry (col. 5, lines 31-48 and 
Fig. 2). 

Claim 42. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, for providing anonymous 
and electronic redemption a plurality of coupons, wherein each the plurality of coupons 
is disposed on a product label and includes coded data that can be used to determine a 
unique product identifier of the product label with which it is associated, the method 
including the steps of: using a sensing device, and for each of the plurality of coupons 
(col. 5, lines 26-48): (a) generating interaction data by sensing at least some of the 
coded data of the coupon, the interaction data representing interaction of the sensing 
device with the coded data (col. 5, lines 26-48); and (b) forwarding the interaction data 
to a computer system, for electronic capture of. the coupon offer and the product 
identifier associated with the product label in the computer system, for transmission of 
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the coupon offer and the product identifier to a coupon administrator by the computer 
system (col. 5, line 49-col. 6, line 16) and receiving coupon redemption information from 
the coupon administrator after a predetermined combination of coupon offers relating to 
a plurality of the product identifiers and or coupon offers has been transmitted to the 
coupon administrator (col. 6, line 55-col. 7, line 26). 

Claim 43. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1, for providing entry to a 
competition using a printed competition entry form including coded dada readable by a 
sensing device as the sensing device is used to interact with the entry form, the method 
including the steps, performed in a computer system, of: receiving, from the sensing 
device, the product identifier and interaction data representing interaction of the sensing 
device with the coded data, the interaction data including at least the unique product 
identifier, a competition entry being electronically captured in the computer system by 
using the interaction data and a sensing device identifier ID of the sensing device (col. 
7, lines 27-60). Seidman failed to disclose, allocating a temporary registration to the 
sensing device ID or to a user of the sensing device, the registration including a return 
electronic address associated with the sensing device ID or the user; and transmitting 
the competition entry to a competition administrator. Hudetz discloses, allocating a 
temporary registration to the sensing device ID or to a user of the sensing device, the 
registration including a return electronic address associated with the sensing device ID 
or the user; and transmitting the competition entry to a competition administrator (col. 9, 
line 23-col. 10, line 54). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Hudetz in 
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Seidman because such an incorporation would allow Seidman to have the bar code 
indicia placed near human readable information since the bar code contains the remote 
server's numerical address in machine readable form. 

Seidman and Hudetz failed to disclose, verifying competition entry via the return 
electronic address. It would have been obvious to verify the competition entry via return 
electronic address by one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made because when an entry is submitted electronically, the entrant wants to know that 
the entry was received to make sure the entrant qualifies for the drawing and meets the 
deadline for entry. 

Claim 44. Seidman discloses, A method according to claim 1 , for validating entry to a 
competition via interaction of a sensing device with a printed competition entry form 
comprising coded data indicative of a unique product identifier, the method comprising 
the steps, performed in the computer system, of: receiving, from the sensing device, the 
product identifier and interaction data representing interaction of the sensing device with 
the coded data, the interaction data including at least the unique product identifier a 
competition entry being electronically captured in the computer system by using the 
interaction data (col. 7, lines 27-60) and transmitting the product identifier and the 
competition entry to a competition administrator for validation of the competition entry at 
the competition administrator by verification of the product identifier (col. 8, line 25-col. 
9, line 18). Note: The transmitting claim limitation is manually performed in Seidman.. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lieberman (US 5,855,369) disclosed conducting a prize drawing game of 
chance. 

Eggleston et al (US 7,054,830) disclosed incentive programs and award 
fulfillment. 

Scroggie et al (US 6,014,634) disclosed incentives to customers through a 
computer network. 

Clapper, Jr. (US 6,056,289) disclosed a voucher and game ticket combination. 
Philyaw (US 2005/0004981) disclosed conducting a contest using a network. 
Muller et al (US 4,832,341 ) disclosed instant lottery using bar codes. 
Behm et al (US 6,875,105) disclosed lottery ticket validation. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ella Colbert whose telephone number is 571-272-6741 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday, 5:30AM- 
3:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dixon Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 

March 30, 2008 



